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Ascension Day 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

12:00 PM, May 9, 2024 
 

 

 

 

Today's service features “The Ascension Suite” by Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992). 
Please see the back page for code to scan for welcome information. 
The congregation is asked to remain silent during the prelude as a time of prayer and meditation. 

VOLUNTARY  Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 
Majesté du Christ demandant sa gloire à son Père 

("The Majesty of Christ Demanding His Glory of the Father") 
 

THE WORD OF GOD               BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

  

St. Paul's Cathedral is a vibrant Episcopal church in the heart of 
downtown Oklahoma City. Deeply rooted in the ministry and 

teachings of Jesus Christ and the traditions of the Episcopal 
Church, St. Paul’s is the spiritual center of the Diocese of 

Oklahoma. We are committed to being a place for all who seek 
and share God’s unconditional and abundant love, which calls us 

to comfort and stand with the vulnerable and each other. 
All are invited; all are welcome. 
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THE GLORIA             

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
The Celebrant says the Collect 
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended 
into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   
People Amen. 

THE LESSONS 
The people sit. 
 

FIRST READING  
Acts 1:1-11 
Lector A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come 
together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 93 (spoken in unison)  
1 The  Lord is King; he has put on splendid apparel; * 

the  Lord has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength. 

2 He has made the whole world so sure * 
that it cannot be moved; 

3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; * 
you are from everlasting. 

4 The waters have lifted up, O  Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; * 
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 
mightier is the  Lord who dwells on high. 

6 Your testimonies are very sure, * 
and holiness adorns your house, O  Lord, for ever and for evermore. 

SECOND READING  
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Lector A Reading from the Epistle to the Ephesians. 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease 
to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all. 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

All standing. 

GOSPEL  
Luke 24:44-53 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as 
far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON             The Very Rev. Katie Churchwell  
 
All standing. 

THE NICENE CREED  BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father. 
   Through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven: 
   by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius               
      Pilate; 
      he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again  
      in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead,  
      and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son  
   he is worshiped and glorified. 
   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  
      Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness     
      of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          BCP p. 385 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Poulson; for this gathering; and for all 
ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
Silence  

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence  

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence  

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
Silence  

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially [names]. 
Pray for those who have died. 
Silence  

I ask your prayers for those on the Cathedral Prayer List and those named now, either silently or aloud. 
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present. 
Silence  
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Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored especially those whom we remember 
today. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
Silence  

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

CONFESSION OF SIN BCP p. 360 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All stand or kneel. Silence is kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE    

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory                   
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 
 
THE OFFERTORY  

Please place your offering in the alms basin, send a text message to 73256 and enter Stpaulsokc$ and an amount,  
or scan the QR code on the back page to give online. 

OFFERTORY SOLO   Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

Alléluias sereins d’une âme qui désire le ciel  
("Serene Alleluias of a Soul that Longs for the Heavens") 
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The people stand. The Celebrant faces them and says   BCP p. 367 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection he openly 
appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there 
we might also be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The people stand or kneel.  Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a 
hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Paul, St. Oakerhater, St. 
Nicholas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,           BCP p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD    

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then is said 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

COMMUNION SOLO  Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 
Prière du Christ montant vers son Père  

("Prayer of Christ Ascending Towards His Father") 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Priest blesses the people. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

 Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
VOLUNTARY         Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

Transports de joie d'une âme devant la gloire du Christ qui est la sienne 
("Outbursts of Joy From a Soul Before the Self-Fulfilling Glory of Christ") 

 

PERMISSIONS 

From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public Domain. 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, Psalms, Collects, Prayers of the People, Confession and Absolution, The Peace, Eucharistic Prayer, Post-Communion Prayer and Dismissal. 

From the Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 2007 by Church Publishing Incorporated. Texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

From the The Hymnal 1982, copyright 1985 by The Church Pension Fund. 

Worshipcast License #10911. 

OneLicense #A-705349. 

Those serving today: 
Celebrant and Preacher 

The Very Rev. Katie Churchwell 
 

Deacon 
The Rev. Tracy Anderson 

 
Canon Precentor and Director of Music  

Joseph Ripka 
 

Verger 
Jim McPhee 

 
Lectors/Lay Eucharistic Ministers 

Betsy Banks, Caroline Dennis 
 

Oblationer 
Jo Martin 

 
 

 
 

We are glad you 
are here. Please 
scan below for  

welcome 
information. 

 

Please scan to 
make a gift 

online. 

 


