
November 29, 2020
First Sunday Advent

Holy Eucharist Rite II
9:00 am

Welcome
Welcome to St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral; we are 
so glad you are here. St. Paul’s is a safe and welcom-
ing place for all people. If you are new to St. Paul’s 
we encourage you to get connected with our weekly 
email newsletter. You can sign up online at 
stpaulsokc.org.

A friendly reminder to those who are worshiping in-
person, please have your mask on (covering your 
mouth and nose) and maintain social distancing at 
all times during the service. Additionally, we cannot 
have congregational singing at this time, so during 
the hymns we invite you to listen to the choristers and 
follow along with the words printed in the bulletin. 
We thank you in advance for adhering to these Dioc-
esan protocols which keep us all safe and allow for us 
to worship in-person. 

Prelude Music begins at 8:50 am 
Organ: Liturgical Improvisation No. 2

George Oldroyd
Schola: Comfort, comfort ye, my people

arr. David White

Text: Isaiah 40, tr. Winkworth
Music: Bourgeois, arr. David Ashley White

Comfort, comfort ye my people,
speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness

mouring ‘neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem

of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover,
and her warfare now is over.

Hark, the voice of one that crieth
in the desert far and near,

calling us to new repentence 
since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;

let the valleys rise to meet him
and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked,
make the rougher places plain;

let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord
now o’er earth is spread abroad;
and all flesh shall see the token
that the word is never broken.

Organ: Veni, veni, Emmanuel         Gerald Near
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Kyrie  
 Missa “De Angelis”

Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy on us.)
Christe eleison. (Christ, have mercy on us.)

Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy on us.)

Collect of the Day BCP 211
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Lesson Isaiah 64:1-9
A reading from the Book of Isaiah

[You may be seated] 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the 
fire causes water to boil--to make your name known 
to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble 
at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that 
we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 
quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has 
heard,no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right, those who re-
member you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 
our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade 
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. There is no one who calls on your name, or at-
tempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your 
face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are 

Processional Hymn Hymnal 68

[Please stand as you are able]

1. Rejoice! rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.

The Bridegroom is arising,
and soon he will draw nigh;

up, watch in expectation!
at midnight comes the cry.

2. See that your lamps are burning,
replenish them with oil;

look now for your salvation,
the end of sin and toil.

The marriage feast is waiting,
the gates wide open stand;
rise up, ye heirs of glory,

the Bridegroom is at hand!

3. Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;

arise, thou Sun so longed for,
above this darkened sphere!

With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see

the day of earth’s redemption,
and ever be with thee!

Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 
Amen.

Collect for Purity  BCP 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A reading from the First Letter of the Corinthians
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always 
for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have 
been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of ev-
ery kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lack-
ing in any spiritual gift as you wait for the reveal-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn                          Hymnal 56
[Please stand as you are able]

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.

the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work 
of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, 
we are all your people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph 
like a / flock; *
    shine forth, you that are enthroned 
    upon the / cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, 
and Ma / nasseh, *
    stir up your strength and / come to help us.
Restore us, O God of / hosts; *
    show the light of your countenance, 
    and we / shall be saved.

O Lord God of / hosts, *
    how long will you be angered despite the 
    prayers / of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of / tears; *
    you have given them bowls of / tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our / neighbors, *
    and our enemies / laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of / hosts; *
    show the light of your countenance, 
    and we / shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of 
your / right hand, *
    the son of man you have made so strong / for your     
    self.
And so will we never turn a/way from you; *
    give us life, that we may call u/pon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of / hosts; *
    show the light of your countenance, 
    and we / shall be saved.
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Sermon
[You may be seated after 

the sermon opening prayer]
The Very Rev. Katie Churchwell

[After the sermon there will be a moment of
silence for private meditation]

Gospel  Mark 13:24-37
W W W The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the pow-
ers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gath-
er his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn 
its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. “But about 
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. There-
fore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Nicene Creed BCP 358
[Please stand as you are able]

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day  
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son  
he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
W We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form III   BCP 387
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly 
and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the 
nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we under-
take; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief 
or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into 
joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly king-
dom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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Confession BCP 377 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

[You may stand or kneel as you are able]
[Silence is kept]

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Peace BCP 360
[Please stand as you are able]

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

[You may share a greeting of peace  
with those near you]

Children’s Message &
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

[You may be seated]

Announcements

Offertory Sentence  BCP 376, Ephesians 5:2
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for 
us, an offering and sacrifice to God.     
 

Offertory
Music: Plainsong, arr. Hal Hopson

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,

We pray You hear us when we call.

When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright,

Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless, mother mild.

At Your great Name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow:

All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

To God Creator, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.



Great Thanksgiving Eucharist Prayer B  
Page 367 BCP

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.

Proper Preface for Advent BCP 378
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of ever-
lasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with An-
gels and Archangels and with all the company of heav-
en, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name:

Sanctus  Hymnal S129

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the Highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the Highest.

[Remain standing or you may kneel]

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you 
made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and 
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Fa-
ther, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Re-
calling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we of-
fer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your peo-
ple the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and for ever.  AMEN.
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The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Fraction Hymnal S154
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
therefore let us keep the feast.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanks-
giving.

Communion of the People
[You may be seated]

During this season of coronavirus we will have com-
munion in one kind only (the bread). The celebrant 
will consume the consecrated wine on behalf of the 
congregation. While this may feel incomplete to some, 
our tradition tells us that to receive communion in one 
kind (bread or wine) is to receive communion fully. We 
will return to communion in both kinds when we can 
safely do so.

To receive, move toward the front of the church when 
the usher indicates it is your turn. Please maintain 
social distancing from others in the communion line. 
When it is your turn to receive, you can extend your 
hands and receive the host, walk away from the priest, 
and then quickly pull down your mask to consume. 
Please replace your mask immediately after receiving. 

If you wish to refrain from communion, you can come 
forward to revive a contact free blessing. Cross your 
arms over your chest to indicate you would like a 
blessing.

If you require a gluten-free wafer please tell the priest 
when you come forward.

Communion Hymn                    Hymnal 454

1. Jesus came, adored by angels,
came with peace from realms on high;

Jesus came for our redemption,
lowly came on earth to die:

Alleluia, alleluia!
came in deep humility.

2. Jesus comes again in mercy,
when our hearts are bowed with care:

Jesus comes again in answer
to our earnest heart-felt prayer;

Alleluia, alleluia!
comes to save us from despair.

3. Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
bringing news of sins forgiven;

Jesus comes in sounds of gladness,
leading souls redeemed to heaven;

Alleluia, alleluia!
now the gate of death is riven.

4. Jesus comes on clouds triumphant,
when the heavens shall pass away;

Jesus comes again in glory;
let us then our homage pay:

Alleluia, alleluia!
till the dawn of endless day.
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Post-communion Prayer BCP 365
Let us pray.

[Please stand or kneel as you are able]
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living  
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent Blessing
Book of Occasional Services

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and 
scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you al-
ways. Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn Hymnal 636

[Please stand as you are able]

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!

What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. “Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to 
stand,

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3. “When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4. “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5. “The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

Postlude           Wachet auf! ruft uns dieStimme 
       (Sleepers, wake! A voice astounds us)

                                                                  Lionel Rogg
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Today’s Music
Today’s prelude music will start with the beautiful, 
contemplative Liturgical Improvisation No. 2 by Eng-
lish organist/composer George Oldroyd (1886-1951). 
Then follows a light and lively setting of the hymn 
“Comfort, comfort ye, my people” by Houston com-
poser David Ashley White (b. 1944). The final piece is 
a hauntingly atmospheric setting of “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel” by Gerald Near (b. 1942).

The organ Postlude is based on the well-known and 
well-loved Advent hymn, “Sleepers, Wake! a voice as-
tounds us” (Hymnal 61). The setting is by Lionel Rogg 
(b. 1936), a Swiss organist, composer and teacher of 
musical theory. He is best known for performing the 
music of Johann Sebastian Bach, whose complete or-
gan works he has recorded three times. He studied at 
the Conservatoire de Musique de Genève. He obtained 
degrees in harmony, counterpoint and fugue, and won 
scholarships, organ and piano prizes, and a First Prize 
for sight-reading. 

The Offertory Anthem is a warm, lush setting of the 
plainsong melody “Conditor alme siderum” (Cre-
ator of the stars of night - Hymnal 60), also heard in 
this morning’s prelude by Oldroyd, by contemporary 
American composer Hal H. Hopson (b.1933), a com-
poser and church musician residing in Cedar Park, 
Texas. He has over 3000 published works, which 
comprise almost every musical form in church music. 
He has been recognized for his contribution to music 
by being included in The International Who’s Who in 
Music, Cambridge, England, and by being awarded 
the esteemed title of National Patron by Delta Omi-
cron, a national professional fraternity of musicians. 

Hymn Notes
Rejoice! rejoice, believers - Hymnal 68
Laurenti, considered one of the finest of pietistic hymn 
writers, wrote a set of texts and tunes for the entire 
church year. This hymn, based on Matthew 25:1-13 
(the story of the wise and foolish virgins) was intended 
for a Sunday in Trinity season, but it usually is includ-
ed in the Advent section. It is a call for us to be pre-
pared to meet the Bridegroom (Jesus) whose coming 
is imminent.

PERMISSIONS
From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public Domain:
Acclamation, collects, psalm, creed, prayers form III, confession of 
sin and absolution, the peace, Eucharistic Prayer B, and postcom-
munion prayer.
From the Book of Occasional Services: Seasonal Blessing. Copy-
right 2018 by the Church Pension Fund.
From the Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 2007 by Church 
Publishing Incorporated. Texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and 
Gospel. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
From the The Hymnal 1982, copyright 1985 by The Church Pen-
sion Fund.
S 446, Psalm Tone. Music: Copyright 1985 by The Church Pension 
Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
S 129, Holy, holy, holy. Robert Powell (b. 1932)
S 154, Alleluia, Christ our passover. From New Plainsong Mass 
by David Hurd (1950). Copyright 1981, GIA Publications, Inc.
Hymn 68: Rejoice! rejoice, believers. Words by Laurentius Lau-
renti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt. Public 
Domain. 
Hymn 56: O come, O come, Emmanuel. Words: Latin, ca. 9th 
cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. Public Domain.  
Hymn 454: Jesus came, adored by angels. Words by Godfrey 
Thring (1823-1903), alt. Public Domain. 
Hymn 636: How firm a foundation. Words by K. in John Rippon’s 
Selection, 1787, alt. Public Domain.
Organ Music: 
Prelude: Liturgical Improvisation No. 2. George Oldroyd (1886-
1951). Copyright 1948 Oxford University Press. 
Chantworks Set. 1: Veni, veni, Emmanuel. Gerald Near (b. 1942). 
Copyright 1997 by Aureole Editions. All rights reserved.
Postlude: 38 Chorales: Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme. Lionel 
Rogg (b. 1936). Copyright 2004 by E. C. Schirmer Music Com-
pany. All rights reserved. 
Choral Music:
Comfort, comfort, ye my people. David Ashley White (b. 1944). 
Copyright 1994 by Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission.
Missa “De Angelis”: Kyrie. Public Domain.
Advent Supplication: Creator of the Stars of Night. Plainsong, arr. 
Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933).  Copyright 2002 Birnamwood Publica-
tions. All rights reserved. Morningstar Music Publishers MSM-50-
0033.
Worshipcast License #10911. 
OneLicense #A-705349.

How firm a foundation - Hymnal 636
The author is listed as “K” in John Rippon’s Selection. 
We know that the precentor at Dr. Rippon’s church 
in London was Richard Keen and we assume that it 
was he who wrote this text. There are many scriptural 
references: Isaiah 43:1-5,12; II Timothy 2:10 and He-
brews 13:5. It is basically about the promises of God 
as indicated by all of the quotation marks. The last 
line,“I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake” is a tri-
umphant conclusion.


