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The Collect
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Chant
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near;

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart

A paraphrased reading from Corinthians 1:4-8
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind – and the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you – so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. God will strengthen you to the end. God is faithful; 
by God you were called into the fellowship of the Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reflection
Silence

A paraphrased reading from Mark 13:24-25
‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and 
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Reflection
Silence



A paraphrased reading from Mark 13:28-29; 32-27
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that God is near, 
at the very gates.

 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. It is like a man going on a journey and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, 
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at mid-
night, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

Reflection
Silence

Chant
Within our darkest night, 

You kindle the fire that never dies away,
Never dies away, never dies away.

Intercessory Prayers                                     Refrain

 



Refrain

O God, we thank you that the spreading of your Holy Word has transformed many lives. Continue to 
move us into fruitfulness like the fig tree putting forth its figs. Grant that we might love as we have been 
loved by your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Refrain (one time through)

After the turbulence of the day, thank you for sending the peacefulness of the night. How blessed the 
peace of the night, so still that the very tones of mountain and sea bathe in thrilling stillness. Let us not 
ruminate upon the disagreeable scenes of the day. Let us not rehearse injustices, bitter, hard words, coarse 
actions. Mindful, O God, of your infinite patience with us, your infinite goodness, we ask you to heal us 
of all infirmities of our sinfulness that we may be brought into your peace. Amen.

Refrain (one time through)
We thank you, O God, for your care and protection this day, keeping us from physical harm and spiritual 
corruption. We now place the work of the day into your hands, trusting that you will redeem our errors 
and turn our achievements to your glory. And we now ask you to work within us, trusting that you will 
use the hours of rest to create in us a new heart and new soul. Let our minds, which through the day have 
been directed to our work, through the evening be wholly directed at you. Amen.

Refrain
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.





Closing Hymn                                                                                                                           Hymnal 61

“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us,
the shout of rampart-guards surrounds us:

   “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken,
their urgent summons clearly spoken:

   “The time has come, O maidens wise!
     Rise up, and give us light;
     the Bridegroom is in sight.

          Alleluia!
Your lamps prepare and hasten there,

that you the wedding feast may share.”

Zion hears the watchmen singing;
her heart with joyful hope is springing,

   she wakes and hurries through the night.
Forth he comes, her Bridegroom glorious
in strength of grace, in truth victorious:
   her star is risen, her light grows bright.

     Now come, most worthy Lord,
     God’s Son, Incarnate Word,

          Alleluia!
We follow all and heed your call

to come into the banquet hall.

Lamb of God, the heavens adore you;
let saints and angels sing before you,

   as harps and cymbals swell the sound.
Twelve great pearls, the city’s portals:

through them we stream to join th’ immortals
   as we with joy your throne surround.

     No eye has known the sight,
     no ear heard such delight:

          Alleluia!
Therefore we sing to greet our King;

for ever let our praises ring.

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.


