
My friends, you know me: you have seen me in the pew since I joined St. Paul’s in about 
2001. You have received the chalice from me. You have attended a book study that I 
coordinated. You have sat with me at a Wednesday evening supper. You know my love 
of this place, and its people. 
Now I come before you to request the honor of representing you on our Vestry. I have 
previously served on the St. Paul’s Vestry, from 2002-2005. Prior to that, I had served on 
the Vestry of a mission in south Oklahoma City, and had served on Diocesan Council. I 
will bring what I have learned from those experiences to the 2018 Vestry.
Our financial situation continues to be a concern. I look forward to working with my 
fellow Vestry members to find ways to live within a reasonable budget. 

Since joining the Episcopal church in 1977, I have had the opportunity to serve as Senior 
Warden at both a small church, St. Marks, Seminole, Oklahoma, and a large church, 
Trinity Cathedral, Reno, Nevada. With the encouragement of my family, I completed 
the Education for Ministry course of study from the University of the South (Sewanee) 
in 2015.
These experiences of working closely with both clergy and lay persons to wisely manage 
and employ precious resources and this training have shown me that my passion is 
working to enhance the worship experience. Through our worship experiences, we grow 
in our faith and are strengthened in our efforts to live out our faith as we go about every 
aspect of our daily life. All of our efforts as a caring community, should be focused on 
management of all resources, human, monetary and intangible to aid this enhancement.
I am humbled to have been asked to serve you on the Vestry. I will be grateful for your 
support of me and of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

After working as a pharmacist for 7 years I went to work for Abbott Laboratories. I 
retired after 29 years as a sales executive. Since that time life has seemed as busy as ever. 
I enjoy my family with our grandchildren, playing golf when time permits, and doing 
some traveling.
We have been members here at St Paul’s for 15 years. During this time there have been 
many changes, but the strength of this community both in faith and fellowship remains 
strong. During this time I have served in different ministries here at the Cathedral. At 
this time my primary focus is the Altar Guild and the pastoral care group.
The Vestry has the responsibility of knowing the community and the challenges that we 
face. It also has the responsibility to best navigate the course for the Cathedral for the 
future. I would welcome the opportunity to serve at this time.
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Before our move to Oklahoma City in July of 2009, my wife and I were members at 
St. John’s in Norman, where I served on the vestry as treasurer. I currently serve on 
the Budget Committee at the Cathedral. In addition, I have served as a board member 
of the St. Crispin’s Camp and Conference Center, and am currently on the Leadership 
Committee of the Friends of St. Crispin’s, having assisted in such fundraising projects 
as the Bishop’s Cup Golf Tournament and the St. Crispin’s BBQ Cook-off. 
As a vestry member, I would use my experience in the Episcopal Church to promote 
programs aimed at increasing membership and giving. I would push for a budget 
that balances our goals as a worship community with the financial capability of the 
congregation. I would encourage participation by the future leaders of St. Paul’s in all 
aspects of the church community. I would also support the continued efforts to enhance 
our youth programs, keeping the future of the church active and enthusiastic about St. 
Paul’s.

St. Paul’s has and is going through many changes not the least of which is the fact that 
we are now a neighborhood church sitting in the middle of MidTown and Downtown. 
I have been a member of St. Paul’s since 1993, just a few years before the bombing. I 
observed our Cathedral grow much stronger in our fabric of love and respect as a result of 
our challenges. The fabric and love of our Cathedral family is a river that runs deep and 
strong; it is what any truly seeking soul is longing for. Now that we have so many new 
neighbors, our Cathedral should reach out and welcome and engage in our new place in 
the thriving central Oklahoma City community. 
 Additionally, our Cathedral has many continued financial struggles; we much reach 
a point where we are able to provide for our Cathedral ministries and meet our other 
obligations. My work on the Budget Committee for the last two years has provided me 
some insight and knowledge in how the budget works. My service on the Vestry would 
allow me to express and share points of view on priorities and goals as well as reaching 
and maintaining a structural balance between our revenue and expenses.
I hope my past service on the Vestry, my service as an usher for many years, my service 
on the Same Gender Blessing Commission (appointed by Bishop Ed before Marriage 
Equality became law), and my service on other commissions of the Diocese of Oklahoma 
and the Cathedral as well as my life experiences as an attorney and judge will bring skills, 
knowledge and wisdom to topics addressed by the Vestry.
I thank you for your consideration of this honor to serve on the Vestry.
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Carole Owen moved to Oklahoma City in 2007 and became an active member of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral. The decision to join was made after a very special person 
said, “When one person has a need, we all have a need”. Since that time, St. Paul’s has 
become her home and family. Carole quickly became involved in the church commu-
nity, working at the Nira Smith Cathedral Bookstore and serving on its board for several 
years. She has served as a lector. She has assisted on the Kitchen Committee and is a 
member of Foyer’s. Carole created and is maintaining the Library in the Parlor, and 
was asked to help organize the Reference Library. She is Chair of the YWCA Guild. 
She attended a Cursillo weekend, graduated from the four year-long EFM course, took 
part in the Ignation classes, and is currently participating in Centering Prayer. Through 
the formation classes, church services, clergy, church members, and ministries, she has 
grown spiritually and her faith has expanded greatly. 
She is happily married to Keith Stelting. She has two grown children. Her son, and her 
daughter, who is married with two beautiful children, are all members of St. Paul’s. 
Keith has three grown children and one grandson living in Kansas. As a retired Reg-
istered Nurse, Carole spent her career in nursing administration. She initiated the first 
Student Health Services Center in a community college in Iowa. After 15 years with the 
college, she moved to Houston where she did research for Baylor College of Medicine. 
In 1983, Carole moved to Austin and worked as a regional home health director. Fol-
lowing home health, she originated a team-managed program for chronically ill and dis-
abled children. Within this program, there were 24 distinct specialty clinics. In her spare 
time, Carole enjoys sewing, crafts, and the fellowship of her family and close friends. 
Being a member of the vestry would allow Carole to accomplish holy and important work. 
Being asked to be considered for a vestry position is an honor that is greatly appreciated.

St. Paul’s Cathedral became my home church a little more than a decade ago after a co-
worker, Kathleen Butner, invited me to visit. It had been since the early 1980’s since I 
had attended an Episcopal church (Trinity Episcopal - Tulsa) as a young teenager; before 
printed worship guides and before women were common in the clergy. The first Sunday 
I attended St. Paul’s I met Kimberley Suiters, who was part of a “Welcome Team” and a 
host of other loving people. The Rite I service was so beautiful that I had to come back 
the next Sunday. It didn’t take long to decide that St. Paul’s is where I belonged. 
About a year later, I was again in the Cathedral. This time for The Great Easter Vigil. 
It was, for me, an especially glorious night because I was baptized and confirmed. God 
has blessed me in countless ways. By putting St. Paul’s and all the people currently and 
formerly involved with the church into my life I am eternally grateful. In this short 1.2 de-
cades that St. Paul’s has been my home church I have been lucky enough to participate in 
a Cursillo weekend, attend, for a while, ECW meetings, greet and collect money at eve-
ning dinners and join the Greeters Guild for 11 o’clock services. One of my favorite parts 
of Rite I service is singing The Gloria and The Lord’s Prayer. Through the years, I have 
learned that Maundy Thursday is my favorite service (Pancakes!), followed by Stations 
of the Cross the next morning. I have also learned how special the Pastoral Care team is 
to those who are sick or hurt. If you will allow me, I would be honored to serve on Vestry.
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I became an Episcopalian when I got married over fifty years ago. Other than the time 
I was in the Air Force I have lived in Oklahoma City. My wife, Paula and I have three 
great children and four even greater grandchildren. Ashley and Bart Wells and their 
children Caden and Ethan, are also members of the Cathedral. I am a consulting en-
gineer and have been fortunate to have work and clients that I really enjoy.  Hobbies 
include flying, sailing and running (very slowly) along with participation in activities 
with my two grandsons (Cade and Ethan), who fortunately for Paula and me live in 
OKC.
I have been associated with two Episcopal churches in Oklahoma City – All Souls and 
the Cathedral. I have been fortunate to have served on the vestry for both. The real joy 
in my church life has been the opportunity to be a part of the Sunday school programs 
at both churches for many years. The kids are an important part of the church family. 
We have great kids at the Cathedral and I appreciate getting to know them.
I am pleased to be asked to serve on the vestry. The church along with many of our 
institutions are facing challenges. I don’t know that I have any unique skill sets to 
offer other than a strong commitment to the place of the church in our personal and 
community life.
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