
February 2, 2020
The Presentation of Our Lord

Taizé Evensong   
5:00 pm

“Listen to learn, to understand, for the holy is most eloquent in silence.”   
Bishop Steven Charleston

Our service tonight is based on the method of prayer utilized in the Taizé community, 
Taizé, France. 

It is a time of listening, a time to leave things before God, 
 a time to be before God, to have one’s soul open for God.  

Silence is an essential element of Taizé Prayer.
 If you have private prayers that you would like to be sent up in the Fire of  

Transformation at the end of this service, you will find the Prayer Box in the aisle.
You are welcome to sit in the Chancel.
Cathedral Silence begins at 4:45 pm.

Opening Chant
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Opening Prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this 
day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.



Response
Domine Deus, Filius Patris  

Dona nobis pacem

(Lord God, Son of the Father, grant us peace.)

(Silence) 

First Lesson   Malachi 3:1-4 
Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descen-
dants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 
in the days of old and as in former years.

Response
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(Silence)
 



Lesson Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered 
a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required 
by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

(Silence) 



Intercessory Prayers
Refrain
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Translation from the Shona:
Jesus, we are here
We are here for you

by Patrick Matsekinyiri

O God, most gracious giver of all gifts. We pray that in our lives we will open our hearts 
and minds to your redemption. We pray that you might lead us into the deep waters of our 
souls  that we might find the treasures of your Holy Spirit buried deeply within our own 
spirits. We pray that your healing, restoring light will move us into a place of warmth and 
comfort and that your joyful presence may be so instilled in us that we may overflow in 
outreach to others who are longing for their own assurance of your grace. We pray these 
things in the name of the one who is our light that enlightens nations, Jesus Christ  our 
Lord. Amen. 

Refrain (one time through)
Humble us, O Lord, to do your will. If we are to search deeply for you in our own troubled 
waters, let us do it valiantly. If we are to have faith that will move mountains, let us give 
ourselves over to your strength. If we are to lay down our wordly goods to follow, encourage 
us to do it generously. All this we ask in your Holy Name. Amen.

Refrain (one time through)
Merciful God, in Christ you make all things new; transform the poverty of our nature by 
the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Refrain



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
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All:

Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping

Leader: Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised

All:

Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping
All: That awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.

Blessing of the Prayers
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, know-
ing that you are doing for them better things than we can ask or imagine. Bless these 
prayers and the requests made known only to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowl-
edge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al-
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us, and remain with us always. 
Amen.

During the closing song, you are welcome to follow the procession out  
to the Fire of Transformation, where the prayers will be sent up,  

or remain in the quiet cathedral as long as you wish.

After the Blessing                        .

In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

1. I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

2. I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.

3. I’m looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus.

Blessing at the Fire of Transformation
Gracious God, we gather in the Courtyard to bring you the prayers of your people. We raise 
them up to you in this symbolic Fire of Transformation. We pray that we all may feel the 
light of your presence at work in our lives at all times and in all places. These things we pray 
in the name of the one who is the Peace of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.

Angelus (to be sung at 6:00 pm)

The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
 And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.   

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it done unto me according to thy word. 

And the Word was made Flesh.
And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;

Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,

Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.



Once a month we offer a worship service in the tradition of Taize. This con-
templative worship includes prayers, scripture, and silence woven with chants, 
mostly written for the retreat center that is in southern France. The Taize center 
began in the aftermath of World War II to be a gathering place for young adults 
from any nation to experience reconciliation with God and with others fol-
lowing the destructive violence between many nations. The Christian brothers 
continue to guide the faith and friendship building ministry for thousands and 
thousands of pilgrims who camp there. Our Taize musicians and choir provide 
the musical leadership for a deeply beautiful time of spiritual quiet.

We welcome you to come and to bring others seeking a different spiritual ex-
perience. Silence is kept for the ten minutes prior to the service beginning, so 
come find a place to sit and enter the quiet. Usually the first Sunday of each 
month, the worship is about 45 – 50 minutes in length.


