
May 5, 2019
Third Sunday of Easter

Taizé Evensong   
5:00 pm

“Listen to learn, to understand, for the holy is most eloquent in silence.”   
Bishop Steven Charleston

Our service tonight is based on the method of prayer utilized in the Taizé community, 
Taizé, France. 

It is a time of listening, a time to leave things before God, 
 a time to be before God, to have one’s soul open for God.  

Silence is an essential element of Taizé Prayer.
 If you have private prayers that you would like to be sent up in the Fire of  

Transformation at the end of this service, you will find the Prayer Box in the aisle.
You are welcome to sit in the Chancel.
Cathedral Silence begins at 4:45 pm.

Opening Chant
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Opening Prayer
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Response
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(Silence) 



First Lesson   Acts 9:1-6 
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he 
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you per-
secute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”

Response
No harm have I done you on my knees
No harm have I done you on my knees

When you see me on my knees, dear Lord
Come here Jesus, if you please

(Silence)
 

Lesson Revelation 5:11-14 
I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living crea-
tures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, sing-
ing with full voice,  “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  Then I heard every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,  “To 
the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down 
and worshiped.

(Silence) 



Intercessory Prayers
Refrain

& bbb 44 ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
My peace I leave you,

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
my peace I give un to you;-

& bbb3 ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
not as the world giv eth

œ œ œ œ ˙
give I un to you.

Ó Ó ∑
- -

&
?

bbb

bbb

7 ‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
my peace I leave you,

‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
my peace I give un to you;

‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
-

&
?

bbb

bbb

9 ‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
not as the world giv eth

‰ œœ œœ œœ œ
œ

œ
œ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇
give I un to you.œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇

Ó Ó
∑

∑
∑

- -

Chant:

Parts, 
ad libitum

Dear Heavenly Father, help us to realize that you are always with us. Help us to be aware of 
your presence. Help us to feel your love surround us and your peace flow through us. Let us 
remember that we are your children and that you are our loving parent…that you will wipe 
every tear from our eye. Thank you for being the true gift of water from the spring of life.  
Amen. 

Refrain (one time through)
Gracious God, you truly show us pity and patience through our imperfections. Christ makes 
our intercession for us. Help us to follow the footsteps of Jesus and to follow his command 
that we should love one another as Christ has loved us. Amen.

Refrain (one time through)



Almighty God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ever lives to make intercession for us; 
have pity on our weakness, and in your mercy give us those good things which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through his merits, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Refrain
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s 
sake. Amen.
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Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping

Leader: Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised

All:

Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping
All: That awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.



Blessing of the Prayers
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, know-
ing that you are doing for them better things than we can ask or imagine. Bless these 
prayers and the requests made known only to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowl-
edge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al-
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen.

During the closing song, you are welcome to follow the procession out  
to the Fire of Transformation, where the prayers will be sent up,  

or remain in the quiet cathedral as long as you wish.

After the Blessing                        .
Refrain: 

O come, angel band
Come and around me stand

O bear me away on your snowy wings
To my immortal home.

My latest sun is sinking fast, my race is nearly won
My strongest trials now are past, my triumph has begun

I know I’m near the holy ranks of friends and kindred dear
I brush the dew on Jordan’s banks, the crossing must be near

O bear my longing heart to him who bled and died for me
Whose blood now cleanses all from sin and gives me victory

 



Blessing at the Fire of Transformation
Gracious God, we gather in the Courtyard to bring you the prayers of your people. We raise 
them up to you in this symbolic Fire of Transformation. We pray that we all may feel the 
light of your presence at work in our lives at all times and in all places. These things we pray 
in the name of the one who is the Peace of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.

Angelus (to be sung at 6:00 pm)

The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
 And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.   

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it done unto me according to thy word. 

And the Word was made Flesh.
And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary, full of grace,
The Lord is with Thee;

Blessed art thou among women,
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,

Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.



Once a month we offer a worship service in the tradition of Taize. This con-
templative worship includes prayers, scripture, and silence woven with chants, 
mostly written for the retreat center that is in southern France. The Taize center 
began in the aftermath of World War II to be a gathering place for young adults 
from any nation to experience reconciliation with God and with others fol-
lowing the destructive violence between many nations. The Christian brothers 
continue to guide the faith and friendship building ministry for thousands and 
thousands of pilgrims who camp there. Our Taize musicians and choir provide 
the musical leadership for a deeply beautiful time of spiritual quiet.

We welcome you to come and to bring others seeking a different spiritual ex-
perience. Silence is kept for the ten minutes prior to the service beginning, so 
come find a place to sit and enter the quiet. Usually the first Sunday of each 
month, the worship is about 45 – 50 minutes in length.


