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V and R are the symbols for “versiculum” (main composition)
and “responsum” (refrain), and they are used in psalms, canti-
cles (an example is found on p 97 of the BCP), and responsorial
prayers. A versicle is the first half of a preces, said or sung by an
officiant or cantor and answered with a said or sung response by
the congregation or choir. One of the most familiar examples of
this is, “Alleluia, Christ is risen.” answered by “The Lord is risen
indeed. Alleluia,” There are other examples of this format scat-
tered throughout our services. According to our BCP, psalms
can be said or chanted in several formats. Direct recitation is the
reading of a whole psalm in unison. Antiphonal recitation is the
verse-by-verse alternation between groups, between the minis-
ter and the congregation, between the choir and the congrega-
tion, or between the two sides of the congregation concluding
with the Gloria Patri. Responsorial recitation is chosen by some
churches. In this format a refrain is first sung by a cantor and re-
peated by the congregation. The cantor then sings several verses
from the psalm interspersed by a reprise of the refrain by the
congregation.

If you have a liturgical question or an inquiry about anything
that transpires during or around our worship service, please
forward the question you would like researched to: gghaas@
aol.com, or drop the question in the offering basin. Please note
whether we can credit you as the source of the question.



